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Lovebirds’ life for 29 Years!

A report on Life story of a Disabled Couple, Ali Nemati and Shahnaz Moradi

The issue was the concern of my mind when he proposed me. I did not know
how I could convince my family if he proposes me. It was not quite a long
time from thinking to the issue to the time he proposed again. Replying to his
proposal I immediately said it depends on my family. The memories have been
kept in the mind of Shahnaz for 29 years and she just explains them word by
word! He had proposed to her at the rehabilitation center for the disabled.

We are the guest of the couple who both have visual impairment. The couple
who started their life with lots of wishes and they have obtained all wishes up to
now through getting successes in their life. The wishes which all couples want
to get in their lives. They have two adult sons. You see the report of their life
as follows:

Dream and Life

Every house has its own style and the house of the couple has its own special
styles and rules. Everything is in its own place and there is no place for
decorative accessories. “The only different between our house and other blind
people’s houses is absence of decorative accessories in spite of my interest”
Shahnaz says.

She points to nice days and years she met Ali and says: “We married after 3
months.” Looking at her partner and asking him:" did it take 3 months? Ali
responds immediately it took 3 months from 27 Ordibehesht to Mordad and
points to their preparing to wedding and purchasing the needs and then he
continues to recount the moral virtues of his partner such as wisdom, and
frugality. "Always our life has its own style” he states.

“The life of two blind people will be so hard and at least one of you might have
the visual sense, this was the fact that my family believed it, Shahnaz adds. Our
passion and sensations made us to tolerate all of problems. My family finally
agreed. Believe it or not, our families have not been involved in our problems
during our life. I never remember that if we have ever noticed for our problems
by any of our family members. Our life has been become a model in spite of all
problems we have faced.

There has been never a real wrath in our life. Most of the people often ask about
our difficulties in the life. Of course there have been some arguments but it has
never leaded to violence velitation. The same story is true even about my two
sons.

Ali says while he smiles: “We have never imposed intolerable responsibility to
each other and often help to each other. We always discuss about our sons.
Sometimes we imagined that our life would be a good life even without any
children.

Joys and Life

The days which remain in everyone's mind is the best days which is remarked
in details, the joyful days which is dedicated to them from the Almighty God.
Touching shirt of her son, Amir, Shahnaz says: “We experience a lot sweet
moments but we had experienced a real happiness with the birth of my first
child. Amir is 22 years old now and when he was 4 years old and he was walking
hand in hand of his father he felt an adult one’s sense. Our relatives and family
praise us for the level of understanding and consciousness of our children. In
our opinion, we needs to help each other and our son, Ali, also believed his
father needs his help in walking while he was just 4 years.

Referring to my self-confidence our son says “Mum, I wish I had this level of
self-confidence as you."

I am 50 years old now and I am in charge of leading sport teams.

From our son’s point of view leading sport team needs a high self-confidence.
Amir is 22 years old now and has no eyesight impairment but Erfan, another
son, tolerates the cataract through genetics. His first eye surgical operation was
occurred while he was 4 years old and unfortunately he still tolerates ocular
pressure. Erfan is 18 years old. He loves to play guitar. My eyesight problem not
made me to get a war from the society, Shahnaz says.

Her partner continues: “Shahnaz is a unique person. Always, she behaves with
our sons like other parents. She always does the home affairs and she tries to
provide 3 different kinds of cocking for the differences of our food tastes.

Sport and Life

“Simple sport exercises are not easy for so many people as well as those who
tolerate lack of healthiness in some parts or organ of their body” Says Shahnaz
while she smiles. My partner had no ocular impairment up to age of 22. She asks
Ali whether he narrates or not “I narrate it or you?” Ali replies I narrate it myself.
Ali says, in 1978 in the occasion of street protests in Shahrivar 17 the security
guard took a hard blow to my head and caused to miss eyesight gradually.
In 1982 I became blind completely. The first two years was the most difficult
years for saying goodbye to pretty images of the life but interacting with other
blind people made gradually me to adopt the situation. Adopting the situation
made to marry and learn some fields of sports like swimming end even to be
employed by the Ministry of Industry and Mines. Now I take part in global and
professional level of sports with remarkable positions in the sports. We have
lived within the society and blindness has not made us to act blindly.

“When I have traveled to Morocco for exterritorial Goalball I was informed
about my father's passing a way and I will never forget the bitterness of that
memory...Our friendship relationship has proceeded to couple relationships
and I help her in the most of home affairs. Shahnaz does not interest in sewing
tasks, so I sew” Ali says.

Translated by Amin Afsahi
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Coordinator of Vefa Publications and Chief Representative
of the Turkish Confederation of Disabled Persons of Istanbul
visited Disability Association of Tavana

On Thursday 29 of January, DAT hosted a number of city officials of
Istanbul, Turkey, According to International Relations of Tavana.

Hasan Fouzi Giray, coordinator of Vefa Publications and Ayhan Bahceli,
Chief Representative of the Turkish Confederation of Disabled Persons
and other entourage had a meeting with management of DAT.

At the meeting was discussed on the issues of competition amongst
active NGOs in the field of disability, laws and rights of people with
disabilities, publications status, and documentary films about disability,
children education and etc.

"The only difference between our association and other organizations
is that no donations are accepted by DAT", Mohammad Reza Hadipour
DAT's managing director in pointing to existence of competition
amongst NGOs in Iran.

Giray pointing to his travel to many countries, including countries in
Europe, Greece and Egypt added there is a high quality of competition
in these countries.

"There is the same law as well as Iran in Turkey to employ the people
with disabilities and in the case of the law non-implementation the
monthly payment should be paid.” Giray said.

The Turkish delegation visited the workshops of DAT."Since you and
we have the common goals so we may have mutual cooperation with
the aim of empowerment and presentation of productions which were
produced by persons with disabilities in order to share our activities in
the field of social and cultural ones and launching the joint exhibition
in Turkey would be the beginning of this action” Giray pointing to DAT's
good measures for the people with disabilities.

Then Giray pointed to Birlikte association that is an international one
and has organized several international culinary competitions and said
that the winner of the last competition was a woman with disability
from Iran.

Bahceli said: I have traveled to many countries including Europe; and
I have not seen a similar model of DAT that has been employed 87
percent of the people with disabilities at the factory. Providing the
action is so hard. It is important for countries to take advantage of the
abilities of people with disabilities. The mutual cooperation of us will
attract authorities™ attention to defend the rights of the disabled.

Translated by Masoomeh Amedi

International Relations Unit of DAT
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The most important titles
of 57th issue of Peik-e-
Tavana publication:

1. Fatemeh Alia announced about interpella-
tion of the Minister of Cooperatives, Labor
and Social Welfare

2. The smell of Eyd (spring), the smell of
ball and the smell of colored paper

3. The high cost of hearing aid and a child
eager to education

4, Key points to have appropriate brace

5. DAT managers meet the representative of
the United Nations in Iran

6. 8000 students with disabilities receive ed-
ucation in Tehran

7. Empowerment of feeble people economi-
cally

8. What is the end of vehicles for the dis-
abled?

9. Secretary of Turkish Confederation of Dis-
abled Persons and president of Vefa NGO vis-
ited DAT

10. Governor of Qazvin and his

assistants visited Firooz Hygienic

Group
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