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History of Disability
Association of Tavana

In 1989 upon implementation of the UN resolution 598 and subsiding of Iran-Iraq war blazes. the inflamed and
crisisstricken atmosphere of Iran witnessed a large number of the people suffering from disabilities as a result of
war injuries. The Iranian legislators and authorities found meeting the financial and spiritual needs of this group

one of their main priorities and relatively comprehensive rules were passed and implemented to support this

group of people. !

Mo attention has ever been paid to the basic needs and social and international rights of the ordinary disabled
people in our country before the presence of the disabled people suffering from war injures in Iran both before
the Islamic revolution in 1979 and afrer that. There was negligence in this regard despite the fact that according
to non-official statistics.over 13 of Irans population is the disabled people whose only governmental supporter is
the Welfare Organization. (This organization was designed and established to undertake numerous responsibili-
ties with regard to taking care of the needy strata in the society including ones suffering from social disorders.
women and children who have no breadwinners.drug addicts prostitutes. the elderly people. the disabled. etc.and
it is not considered to be a specific organization responsible for the disabled.)

In 1995 a group of the disabled who gathered together to exercise for wheelchair basketball games started think-
ing how they could support their disabled cocitizens against the pitiful and sympathetic looks of the people and
the wrong understanding of the majority of them of disability.

This group called for more attention to the social rights of the disabled people and their acceptance by the society.
They established an NGO in Iran under the leadership of Mr Seyed Mohammad Mousavi.one of the elites and
capable disabled figures in Iran This NGO initiated a new approach and definition of disability in the world of
the disabled people and was established under the official title of "Tavana Disabled Association’

This Centre started by prohibiting the receipt of free contributions and donations in order to respect the
human dignity of the disabled people. It even asked the mass media not to use the images and expressions of the
disabled in order to collect public donations or contributions as it found this action the main obstacle on the way
of building the self-confidence of the disabled people. It found the new approach a means in order to pave the
grounds for the active and respectful presence and activity of the disabled in the society.

From 1990 to 2000. the founder of this Centre. identifying. attracting and using the elite disabled people. formed
astrong and integrated team and established an internal interest-free fund. This fund collected the deposits of
its members and started to invest and implement projects that had short-term and long-term revenues so that
the Association would not require any donation or contribution by the people. .

Since the early years of its activity. Tavana Association strongly started providing service to the disabled by the
establishment of Housing Cooperative Co. of the Disabled [1'.'. has already managed to construct 148 apart.menti}.
establishment of Goods Cooperative Company of the Disabled. establishment of the first public library for the
disabled, launching of encouragement festivals of exemplary students preparation for the marriage of 130 dis-
abled couples, launching the sport facilities of the disabled women. production of short films administration of
targeted camps.administration of specialist seminars with the topic of equipping the urban system with travel
and transportation facilities for the disabled. launching production, assembly and packing workshops by creating
over 80 jobs for the disabled.




About Disability
Association of Tavana
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Disability Association of Tavana was established in 1995 by Mr Mohammad Mousavi who is a person with a phys-
ical disability and who is among Irans capable and nongovernmental managers Tavana Association is currently
considered a pioneer in the field of popular moves in Iran and one of the most active centers for the disabled. De-
fining the term “disability in a new way, the Association is moving along a path leading to the achievement of the
slogan ‘equality of opportunities’and to the creation of a culture among the public to this end,and it is actively
seeking to interact with international organizations and nongovernmental groups supporting the disabled in the
world.

The Association presently has 3500 members. 3000 of them with disabilities and 500 in good health who have
joined the Association on a voluntary basis. Discrimination has no meaning at this center.and any person, irre-
spective of sex. race. skin color. religion and belief can become a member of the Association.

Mohammad Mousavi. founder of Disability Association of Tavana says:

Tt is my wish that the day will come when all governments will respect the social rights of the disabled in their
countries. when the worlds disabled persons will have equal opportunities like those enjoyed by other citizens
and when they will try to cause their dormant talents to blossom and to regain their rightful standing on the
scenes of studies and research.

“We are sorry that the worlds support organizations are receiving gratis donations and aids from people in the
name of the disabled. because this action by them is accompanied by two great losses: 1) This reinforces the feel-
ing of weakness and inability among the disabled and their families and replaces self belief by erroneous beliefs,
and 2) Governments legally have responsibilities and commitments towards the disabled. This action results in
them evading these commitments and in them ignoring the social rights of the disabled.

It is our wish that. instead of receiving gratis financial aids from people and damaging the human dignity of the
disabled. the world’s support organization will make them aware of their legal and international rights and will
defend their social rights”

Strategy and objectives of Tavana Association _

Tavana Association aims to identify, collect and classify the international and domestic disabilities laws to aware
more than 6 million Iranian with sensory. physical and movement limitations and make them familiar with
their social and legal rights.

Tavana Association aims to change the attitude of society (families educational centers and people) about dis-
abled people and create appropriate situation for their social attendance in Iran.

Tavana Association does not receive financial grants from people or government. It design and implement the eco-
nomic project to obtain incomes and also create a job opportunities and employment for disabled people in order
to spend these incomes for noble goals (cultural social and supportive goals).

Considering the financial disparities, health and educational problems employment problems, lack of proper cul-
ture of marriage and the other problems in the lives of disabled people. Tavana Association main goal is to give de-
fined and proper support and services to disabled people.

Tavana Association as a non governmental organization tries to communicate with other disabled people and
their organizations all over the world.
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